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Literature Review

In the global political landscape—marked by climate crises, socioeconomic upheavals, and
increasingly widespread conflicts—migration appears inextricably linked to uncertainty and
instability. On one hand, those who move take on the “scalar risks” of the journey, undertaken
as an individual, familial, or collective project (Williams & Balaz, 2012). On the other hand,
nation-states frame migration in terms of threat and danger, making it a catalyst for insecurity
in its multiple forms: “the thesis is that immigration may undermine the material and cultural
foundations of democratic solidarity; [whereas in reality] we have lost the ability to articulate
a structural critique of capitalism and inequality” (Ypi, 2025). Faced with increasingly
securitized narratives and border externalization strategies across Europe (Furia, 2011), liquid
modernity seems to fail in keeping its promise, instead paving the way for new forms of
totalitarianism. Unquantifiable insecurities create “fertile ground for the rise of violence and
new forms of nationalism” (Beck, 2003, p. 63).

In 2020, the Covid-19 health crisis was a “revealing event” of global challenges (Morin,
1976, p. 68): “the neologism ‘permacrisis’ becomes the terminological label that captures the
essence and novelty of living through a prolonged period of instability and uncertainty”
(Galantino, 2024, p. 193). And yet, “hunger, fear, war, and the constant threat of death are the
normal conditions in which the majority of human beings on the planet live [...]. It is rather
the comfortable life of the suburban Westerner that represents, in every sense, the global
exception” (Fisher, 2023). Thus, while European politicians promote a security policy that is
difficult to enforce, people from the Global South continue to move. According to Frontex
data, in 2024 there were 220,700 border crossings into Europe; 66,617 arrivals in Italy via the
Mediterranean, including 12,590 minors—S8,043 of whom were unaccompanied.

To grasp the complexity of the present, it is necessary to move beyond binary visions and
broaden the perspective to include multiple arguments (Tulloch & Lupton, 2003; Morin,
2011; Musso, 2008). For a long time, the linear-rational paradigm approached the concept of
risk rigorously, seeking to govern it through probability and statistical calculations, typical of
modernity (Douglas, 1985; Luhmann, 1991; Beck, 1986). However, since the 1980s, risk
theories began associating “risk” with “uncertainty”—an inherently incalculable condition
that opens the door to the unknown (Galantino, 2024). In Western societies, knowledge and
power feed into each other (Foucault, 1975, p. 31). But “the modern ‘Cogito’ no longer leads
to the certainty of being; rather, it destabilizes it” (Lazreg, 2017, p. 54). Risk does not
generate change in power relations—it reproduces existing structures.

Neoliberal globalization has created significant profits for some and enormous losses for
others (Bauman, 2002). Economic and welfare policies have advanced a different conception
of the common good, resulting in job losses, lower wages, increased inequalities, and global
recession (Rifkin, 2014). The “structural holes” embedded first in the New Economy and then
in the digital economy make it easier for individuals to move without being controlled (Burt,
2005). It is within these gaps that opportunities lie (Sennett, 2000, p. 83). In the absence of
formal channels, those who migrate find alternative sources of connection within these
“structural holes”—such as intermediaries or informal social networks (Koser, 2008), often
composed of numerous NGOs: No Name Kitchen, the Osservatorio Balcani e Caucaso
Transeuropa (operating from Ventimiglia to Calais and from Trieste along the Balkan Route),
or The Tunisian Human Rights League (LTDH) and Refugees in Libya, active in the
Maghreb.
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However, while the networker may opportunistically exploit information asymmetries, they
often lack ““a tool that can valorize and protect them from market risks and the destructive
opportunism of those who organize the network™ (Perulli, 2012, p. 76). This also applies to
the “smuggling” of journeys (Koser, 2008): in a market where doors and passageways to
Europe are sold, power and control do not lie with the migrant, who is instead subjected to
persistent forms of global exploitation and opportunism (Perulli, 2012). From this perspective,
risk seems to have a seductive power (Lyng, 2008); yet those who decide to leave are not
necessarily more risk-prone than those who stay, as remaining in the country of origin may at
times involve even greater risks (Williams & Balaz, 2012).

In analyzing risk, it is crucial to move beyond a cost—benefit approach and take into account
ambiguities (Best, 2008), contradictions, and emotions (Zinn, 2004; Nuissl, 2002; Eastmond,
2007) of those on the move. Migrants possess imperfect knowledge derived from a synthesis
of codified knowledge—acquired through books, websites, social media—and tacit
knowledge, gained by talking to current or returned migrants who often do not report the
cultural values of the destination, which play a key role in shaping future expectations
(Styhre, 2004). “Trust begins where knowledge ends (Lewis and Weigert, 1985: 462). If
knowledge were complete, trust would not be necessary; and if it were completely absent,
trust would have no basis” (Williams & Balaz, 2012, p. 177). Conversely, “risk appears when
God disappears” (Beck, 2007, p. 123). Between magical realism (Brauer, 2019) and Realist
Capitalism (Fisher, 2009), “God is dead”—but not for everyone. Disorientation increases
when policies such as integration are implemented without leaving room for the values of the
culture of origin, demanding instead the embrace of “radical non-identities” (Frank, 2005),
dissolved within globalization. According to Mary Douglas’s theoretical framework, risk is
socially constructed and influenced by cultural values, collective norms, and group cohesion
and belonging (Douglas, 1985). Therefore, perceptions and interpretations of the journey
differ not only based on the challenges encountered but also on how it is perceived and what
meaning is attributed to it (BenEzer & Zetter, 2015). “Chicken wings” is the expression used
by Vietnamese refugees to describe the inability to fly—a metaphor representing the fear of
rejection and the lack of power in their situation (Knudsen, 1993). In the Maghreb, the term
Harka (43,~) is used to describe the journey; it translates as “burning,” expressing a feeling of
sadness and referring to the proximity to the desert or the act of burning documents before
departure. Along the Balkan Route, border crossings are called “the game” and “donkey” due
to the many challenges people face on foot, often through forests and mountains.
Globalization enables the circulation of “money, technologies, goods, information, and
pollution. [...] Even people and ideas find their way [...] thrown into transnational lifestyles,
often unwanted and misunderstood” (Beck, 1997, p. 39). These journeys can land migrants in
culturally distant environments where a sense of strangeness intensifies: “being labeled as ‘the
other’ generates anxiety and stress” (BenEzer & Zetter, 2015). To understand the
spatiotemporal dimensions of migration, the capacity to aspire must be conceived as a cultural
fact (Appadurai, 2014), since the horizons of expectation for migrants are also shaped by the
social climate—by the “social frames” that inevitably influence their sense of timing,
behavior, and present-day decisions (Jedlowski, 2013). Finally, one must ask: “How can
sociology—which has taken Western modernity as universal—understand non-Western risk
societies?” (Beck, 2007, p. 144). The challenge of this research lies in a Foucauldian pursuit
of the elusive element, following a postcolonial approach whose theoretical development will
continue in the coming years.

Research Question

This study aims to explore how individuals process the decision to set out on a journey,
correlating the factors that drive departure—namely personal, religious, and magical
dimensions, as well as concepts of hope and destiny—with perceptions of the future, which



inevitably guide present-day choices (Jedlowski, 2012; Pellegrino, 2014; Deriu, 2015;
Appadurai, 2016). At the same time, it remains open to exploring other aspects that may
emerge from the firsthand accounts shared by participants. The research will focus in
particular on the French-Italian and Tunisian borders, where, due to failed attempts to cross,
people often remain stuck and are forced to reorganize their daily lives. The aim is for the
analytical work and materials produced by this research to help build a vision of migration
from the perspective of those who enact it. This perspective could also serve public outreach
goals and contribute to the development of critical knowledge and skills, especially among
school students.

Methodology

This research will employ both qualitative and quantitative methods. The first phase unfolds
along two lines of scientific literature. On the one hand, a review of risk theories will be
conducted: moving beyond the rational/non-rational dichotomy, it will explore the personal,
religious, magical dimensions, and the concepts of hope, destiny, and imagined futures among
people on the move. On the other hand, an analysis will be carried out on European awareness
campaigns about migration, which—aimed at deterring people from embarking on the
journey—often reflect culturally determined biases.

The second phase involves two fieldwork studies: one abroad and one in Italy. The
ethnographic research will include participant observation and the collection of
autobiographies in the form of audio-diaries at border sites. The study will first focus on
people in transit at the French-Italian border, and later in Tunisia. In the first case,
collaboration will be established with the association “Refuges Solidaires”; in the second,
with L’Institut de Recherche sur le Maghreb Contemporain, the Forum for Economic and
Social Rights (FTDES), the National League for the Political Rights of Women, the Tunisian
Council for Refugees, and the anti-racist group Mnemty. A residency at Mesopolhis—an
interdisciplinary research center created by the Department of Political Science at Aix-
Marseille University in collaboration with the French National Centre for Scientific
Research—will support both the collection of bibliographic material and the analysis and
writing of the final research output'.

The study follows the principle of dialogic co-construction rooted in the culture-centered
approach (Sastry et al., 2017), which considers members of the target communities as
“cultural experts and co-researchers rather than mere informants” (Castellaccio-Moretti,
2023). YouTube, Instagram, and TikTok feature numerous videos shot at border sites, where
people are encouraged to smile and wave while jumping barbed wire fences, crossing
overflowing rivers, or walking over steel bridge scaffolding. These are promotional videos
produced by agents marketing organized journeys under hashtags like #schengenvisaupdate.
People on the move are simultaneously the protagonists and the audience of these videos
(Goffman, 1969; Hodson et al., 2022), subject to the spread of misinformation that has
normalized the use of emotions “to provoke a strong emotional response that drives online
sharing” (Hodson et al., p. 1).

By contrast, spontaneous narratives have the potential to convey counter-narratives about
migration, with informative and political value in revealing migratory realities often absent—
or reduced to stereotypes—in mainstream media. For this reason, the study supports the
collection of autobiographical accounts (approx. n=30) via the audio-diary method as a key
expression of digital culture. To guide these narratives, prompts will be provided around areas
of interest (relational, spatial dimensions, perceptions of the future), without placing any
restrictions on the content or length of the recordings; participants will freely decide what to
focus on. Length, brevity, and tone of voice will be analyzed as relevant items.

'Contacts with the aforementioned organizations are already underway, and the timeline will be defined in the
coming months, based also on the available opportunities and the evolving situation in the Tunisian territory.



Acknowledging that the issue is not necessarily owning a smartphone but accessing electricity
and internet connectivity, devices will be provided when needed, while ensuring participants
can seek out safe spaces to record in privacy and spontaneity.

The final outcome aims to support dissemination on migration through audiovisual
storytelling formats such as podcasts, reports, graphic novels, or exhibitions—drawing on the
legacy of live methods (Back & Puwar, 2012; Queirolo Palmas, 2018), the archaeology of the
present (Anichini, 2021), and the Ithaca Diary Contest, which—under Ithaca Horizon 2020—
collected testimonies across the Mediterranean. Following the paths set by these approaches
allows for the development of mirrored methodologies, diametrically opposed to deterrent
campaigns, and positions sociology as a tool for social engagement and transformation
(Burawoy). The material from the audiovisual narratives will be used to develop educational
workshops on migration for secondary school students.

Bibliography

Anichini, F. (2021). Sul confine: Archeologia delle migrazioni contemporanee non documentate a
Lampedusa (AG). Archeologia Postmedievale: societa, ambiente, produzione: 25, 2021, 41-53.
Appadurai, A. (2016). Archivio pubblico, migrazioni e capacita di aspirare. Meridiana: rivista di
storia e scienze sociali: 86, 2, 2016, 9-19.Di1 Meo, S. (2022). Boza e la presenza migrante: avventura,
combattimento e tattiche nell'attraversamento della Frontera Sur. Mondi migranti: 1, 2022, 177-199.
Back, L., & Puwar, N. (2012). A manifesto for live methods: provocations and capacities. The
sociological review, 60(1 _suppl), 6-17.

Battistelli, F., & Galantino, M. G. (2019). Dangers, risks and threats: An alternative conceptualization
to the catch-all concept of risk. Current sociology, 67(1), 64-78.

Beck, U. (2003). Un mondo a rischio. Einaudi.

Beck, U. (2007). Vivere nella societa del rischio globale. Ars Interpretandi. Annuario di ermeneutica
giuridica, 12, 123-147.

BenEzer, G., & Zetter, R. (2015). Searching for directions: Conceptual and methodological challenges
in researching refugee journeys. Journal of Refugee Studies, 28(3), 297-318.

Brauer, P. (2019). ‘Doors That Could Take You Elsewhere’-Migration, Magic and Ranciérian
Dissensus in Mohsin Hamid’s Exit Wes t. Pos tcolonial Interventions, 4(1), 296-316.

Burawoy, M. (2025) Sociologia pubblica. Il Mulino

Castellaccio, E., & Moretti, V. (2023). Verba manent! Il contributo degli audio-diari nella ricerca
sociale. In Metodi creativi in pratica. Un laboratorio aperto (pp. 95-103).

Deriu Marco, “La capacita di aspirare nell’epoca del precariato. Le nuove generazioni tra

senso di irrilevanza e nuovi modi di stare al mondo”, in Animazione Sociale, febbraio 2015.

Douglas M. (1996), Rischio e colpa. Il Mulino.

Eastmond, M. (2007). Stories as lived experience: Narratives in forced migration research. Journal of
refugee studies, 20(2), 248-264.

Fine, S, & Ypi, L. (Eds.). (2016). Migration in political theory: The ethics of movement and
membership. Oxford University Press.

Fisher, M. (2023). Non siamo qui per intrattenervi. Minimum fax, Editore.

Fisher, M. (2009. Realismo capitalista. Produzioni Nero, Editore.

Foucault, M. (1975) Sorvegliare e Punire. Einaudi

Foucault, M. (1994). Poteri e strategie. Mimesis.

Frisina, A. (2016). Studi migratori e ricerca visuale: per una prospettiva postcoloniale e
pubblica. Mondi migranti: 2, 2016, 43-57.

Furia, A. (2011). Migrazioni e discorso sicuritario. La tutela dei diritti dei minori stranieri non
accompagnati in Italia e Spagna. Confluenze. Rivista di Studi Iberoamericani, 3(1), 17-42.

Galantino, M. G. (2022). La crisi pandemica tra paura ed emancipazione. In XX/ SECOLO IL
MONDO SOSPESO GLI ANNI DELLA PANDEMIA (pp. 246-255). ISTITUTO DELLA
ENCICLOPEDIA ITALIANA FONDATA DA GIOVANNI TRECCANI.

Galantino, M. G. (2024). Crisi, catastrofe ed emancipazione. In PANDEMIE Globalizzazione, societa
e politica tra crisi e catastrofe (pp. 193-214). 1l Mulino.



Giliberti, L., & Palmas, L. Q. (2024). Boza! Diari dalla frontiera.

Giolo, O., & Pifferi, M. (2009). Diritto contro. Meccanismi giuridici di esclusione dello straniero.
Giappichelli.

Goffman, E. (1969). La vita quotidiana come rappresentazione. [l Mulino

Hasanaj, S. (2023). Migranti in transito e politiche migratorie sulla rotta dei Balcani occidentali: focus
su Albania, Kosovo ¢ Montenegro. Mondi migranti: 1, 2023, 121-146.

Tus, M. (2010). Il diritto alla propria storia: una riflessione intorno a resilienza, educazione e racconto
di se. M@ GM@.

Jedlowski, P. (2012). II senso del futuro. I quadri sociali della capacita di aspirare. In I/ futuro nel
quotidiano. Studi sociologici sulla capacita di aspirare (pp. 1-17). Egea.

Kerrigan, e al. (2023). Context and considerations for the development of community-informed health
communication messaging to support equitable uptake of COVID-19 vaccines among communities of
color in Washington, DC. Journal of Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities, 10(1), 395-409.

Lazreg, M. (2017). Foucault's orient: The conundrum of cultural difference, from Tunisia to Japan.
Berghahn Books.

Lazreg, M. (2016). Torture and the twilight of empire: from Algiers to Baghdad.

Lyytinen, E. (2017). Refugees’‘journeys of trust’: Creating an analytical framework to examine
refugees’ exilic journeys with a focus on trust. Journal of Refugee Studies, 30(4), 489-510.
Marchegiani, M., & Tusini, S. (2023). Frontiere, differenze, migrazioni: uno sguardo interdisciplinare.
Mezzadra, S., & Neilson, B. (2013). Border as Method, or, the Multiplication of Labor. Duke
University Press.

Ministero dell’Interno, (2021). Vademecum operativo per la presa in carico e 1’accoglienza dei minori
stranieri non accompagnati.

Morin E., La testa ben fatta. Riforma dell’insegnamento e riforma del pensiero, Raffaello

Cortina Editore, Milano 2000.

Morin E., | sette saperi necessari all’educazione del futuro, Raffaello Cortina Editore, Milano

2001.

Pellegrino, V. (2014). Giovani in ritiro dalla scena pubblica. Riflessioni sul coabitare tra generazioni ¢
sulle possibili evoluzioni. ANIMAZIONE SOCIALE, 286, 13-27.

Pellegrino, V., & Ricotta, G. (2020). Epistemologie dei Sud e decolonizzazione dell'immaginario
sociologico. Emancipatory social science: le questioni, il dibattito, le pratiche.-(Teoria sociale;
volume XXXII), 115-125.

Pepino, L. (2009). Editoriale: Migranti, nemici, coatti. Editoriale, 1000-1004.

Pitrone, A. (2021). La protezione dei minori stranieri non accompagnati nella giurisprudenza europea:
quale possibile influenza sulle proposte contenute nel nuovo Patto sulla migrazione e 1’asilo?

Queirolo Palmas, L. (2018). Scrivere e fare sociologia con le immagini. La prospettiva delle etnografie
filmiche. Quali culture per altre educazioni possibili, 101-121.

Sastry, S. e al. (2017). From patient navigation to cancer justice: Toward a culture-centered,
community-owned intervention addressing disparities in cancer prevention. Frontiers in
Communication, 2, 19.

Sen Amartya, La liberta individuale come impegno sociale, Laterza, Bari 1998, pag. 9.

Sennett Richard, “L’uomo flessibile. Le conseguenze del nuovo capitalismo sulla vita personale”,
Feltrinelli Editore, Milano 2017.

Sennett Richard, La cultura del nuovo capitalismo, Il Mulino, Bologna 2005.

Sinclair, M. (2001). Education in emergencies. Learning for a future: Refugee education in developing
countries, 1-84.

Tulloch, J., & Lupton, D. (2003). Risk and everyday life.

Vacchiano, F. (2012). Minori che migrano soli. Strategie di movimento e progetti di
confinamento. Migrazione e Sviluppo: una nuova relazione, 99-123.

Williams, A. M., & Balaz, V. (2012). Migration, risk, and uncertainty: Theoretical perspectives.
Population, Space and Place, 18(2), 167-180.

Ypi, L. (2017). Justice in migration: a closed borders utopia?. In Global Justice (pp. 331-358).
Routledge.

Ypi, L. (2018). Borders of class: migration and citizenship in the capitalist state. Ethics &
International Affairs, 32(2), 141-152.



Ypi, L. (2022). Irregular migration, historical injustice and the right to exclude. Royal Institute of

Philosophy Supplements, 91, 169-183.

Ypi L. (2025). Confini di classe. Diseguaglianze, migrazione e cittadinanza nello stato capitalista.
Feltrinelli Editore

Zinn, D. L. (2008) Identity, Citizenship and Migration Centre.



	Research Question
	Methodology

