
UNIVERSITIES
IN TIMES OF
CRISIS
Over the past decades, the higher education sector in the
European Union and its neighbourhood has faced several crises
and tensions. Managerial schemes have been implemented in
response to austerity policies and financial struggles. Combined
with the privatization of the sector that has been underway
since the 1990s, these reforms could endanger the sector's
sustainability. In several countries, protectionist or neo-
nationalist policies (of which Brexit is a culmination) have
called the Europeanisation of higher education into question.
The pandemic has also challenged the functioning of HE
institutions. More recently, geopolitical tensions and the
Russian war in Ukraine have shaken the European Higher Education
and Research Area. This workshop brings together international
scholars from Denmark and France who have been investigating
these transformations of higher education in Europe.
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Session 1. 9h-12h30



Introduction: Katja Brøgger (Aarhus University) and Dorota Dakowska (Sciences Po
Aix)



Corine Eyraud (Aix-Marseille Université) 

Transformations of French universities: from LRU to EPE



Ester Zangrandi (Aarhus University) 
Higher Education Policy in Today’s France: Asserting the Nation?



Hicham Jamid (Institut de Recherche pour le Développement) 

Les carrières de papiers des étudiant.es étranger.es en France 



Rasmus Harsbo (Aarhus University) 
Dizzy with Success: Poland, Academic Autonomy and Neo-nationalism



Discussants: Magali Ballatore (INSPE/ Aix-Marseille Université) and Katja Brøgger

(Aarhus University)







Session 2. 14h-17h15



Hannah Moscovitz (Aarhus University) 
Economic Nationalism and International Higher Education in the UK and Scotland: Post

Brexit Discourses



Théotime Chabre (Sciences Po Aix, IC Migrations) 
The Universities of Northern Cyprus: an Alternative and Lucrative Destination on the

Periphery of the EU



Discussant: Rasmus Harsbo (Aarhus University)





Pause / break





Lama Kabbanji (Institut de Recherche pour le Développement) 
Les universités libanaises : les mutations d’un secteur en danger



Olga Gille-Belova (Université Bordeaux Montaigne) 

Les universités biélorusses : le défi d'internationalisation dans le contexte
politique autoritaire / Belarusian Universities : The Challenge of

Internationalisation under an Authoritarian Rule



Discussant: Ester Zangrandi (Aarhus University)





17h30 



Discussion: Ukrainian academics in wartime
Olga Gold (University of Odessa, AMU), Oksana Shostak (National Aviation University,
Kyiv), Iryna Sikorska (Mariupol State University), Dorota Dakowska (Sciences Po Aix)


